
UNTANGLING THIS WEB?    
 
       As children and families cannot live with dignity and respect in these circumstances, the Belknap County 
Citizens Council on Children and Families is working to reduce some of the root causes of these problems by  
promoting the philosophy of “Community Justice” throughout Belknap County.  “Community Justice” blends 
the values of Balanced and Restorative Justice with proven strategies in Prevention and Asset-based Commu-
nity Development.   Citizens from every community in Belknap County, appointed as Council members by the 
County Commissioners through an application process, advance the principles of Community Justice by: 

♦ Talking and listening to citizens throughout Belknap County,   
♦ Creating and working together in networks of citizens and professionals to work on identified issues and problems, 

♦ Advocating on behalf of children and families in Belknap County, 
♦ Reporting back to citizens on the status of children and families in Belknap County. 

 Citizen volunteers, professional service providers, business and industry leaders, elected officials and many 
more are now working together in different teams, partnerships, and networks on all of these issues.   
 Additional information on how to be a “champion” for Community Justice in your community or through-
out the County—as either a member of the Belknap County Citizens Council or one of its variety of networks 
and partners—is available by calling  528-3185 or visiting  www.bccj.org     

   WEB OF CHALLENGES  
FACING CHILDREN & FAMILIES IN BELKNAP COUNTY 
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Each year approximately 1 mil-
lion children are maltreated  and 2 
million women are abused. 
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In 2000, 20%
 of families 

assessed by DCYF  were 

found to have alcohol and 

other drug problems. Hundreds  of 
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a close re
lative.
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On average, 

abused children com
m

it 

nearly twice as m
any  

offenses as non-abused 

children and are 

arrested m
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Access to services for mental health and substance abuse    
services is nearly non-existent in New Hampshire. 65% of NH victims of domestic violence and sexual violence believe 

their offenders were using alcohol during their most violent  episodes. 
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70% of youths referred to the 

courts  suffer from mental       

disorders.  20% of these      

youths are suicidal. 


