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Belknap County Population Now  is Belknap County Population Now  is 
59,25059,250
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Belknap Added 10,000 New Belknap Added 10,000 New 
Residents Between 1990 and 2003Residents Between 1990 and 2003

Belknap Population Growth
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LaconiaLaconia’’s Growth Slower Than s Growth Slower Than 
CountyCounty’’ss

Population Trends and Projections
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County Adds 6,000 New JobsCounty Adds 6,000 New Jobs

Total Jobs in Belknap County

10,000
12,000
14,000
16,000
18,000
20,000
22,000
24,000
26,000
28,000

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02



Growth Is in Retail and Service Growth Is in Retail and Service 
JobsJobs

Growth in Manufacturing and Non Manufacturing 
Jobs
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Character of Growth Affects Character of Growth Affects 
FamiliesFamilies

Average Annual Wage
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Slightly Lower Overall Poverty Rate, Slightly Lower Overall Poverty Rate, 
But Higher Rate Among ChildrenBut Higher Rate Among Children

Poverty Rate by Age
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Our Troubled FamiliesOur Troubled Families

Belknap Poverty Index By Family Type
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Single Parent Households are Single Parent Households are 
MushroomingMushrooming

Growth in Families By Type, 1990-2000
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Home Prices Double Since 1998Home Prices Double Since 1998
Median Purchase Price of Primary Homes
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Housing is Less AffordableHousing is Less Affordable
NH Household Income and Housing Costs
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Because of Job Quality, Our Because of Job Quality, Our 
Incomes are Lower Than StateIncomes are Lower Than State’’ss

Median Household Income, 1999
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Median 2 Bedroom Rent is Now Median 2 Bedroom Rent is Now 
$800$800

Median 2 Bedroom Rent 
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If You Can Find One To RentIf You Can Find One To Rent
Rental Vacancy Rate 
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So What?So What?

CountyCounty’’s growth figures are very positives growth figures are very positive
BUT: BUT: QUALITYQUALITY of economic growth is a problemof economic growth is a problem

Jobs added have been in lower paying categories, Jobs added have been in lower paying categories, 
with fewer benefitswith fewer benefits

Very difficult to Very difficult to ““make itmake it”” on one paycheckon one paycheck
Single parent households are stressedSingle parent households are stressed--outout

Cost of housing is taking a larger chunk out of Cost of housing is taking a larger chunk out of 
family incomefamily income

Rising energy costs add to the biteRising energy costs add to the bite



The Good NewsThe Good News

Red Sox Will Win the World Series Again!!!Red Sox Will Win the World Series Again!!!



The Bad NewsThe Bad News

It Will Take Them 86 Years, AgainIt Will Take Them 86 Years, Again!!
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