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Belknap County Population Now: IS
59,250
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Belknap Added 10,000 New
Residents Between 1990 and 2003

Belknap Population Growth
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Laconia’s Growth Slower Than
County’s

Population Trends and Projections
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County Adds 6,000 New: Jolas

Total Jobs in Belknap County




Growth Is In Retall and Service
Jobs

Growth in Manufacturing and Non Manufacturing
Jobs
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Character of Growth Affects
Families

Average Annual Wage

$35,105

$23,833

Manufacturing Retalil




Slightly: Lower Overall Poverty Rate,
But Higher Rate Anmeng Children

Poverty Rate by Age
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Our Troubled Families

Belknap Poverty Index By Family Type

Married With  Male Single Female Single
Children Parent Parent




Single Parent Households are
Mushreoming

Growth in Families By Type, 1990-2000
37.2%

Married Couple Single Parent




Home Prices Double Since 1998




IHeusIng Is LLess; Affordanie

NH Household Income and Housing Costs
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Because of Joh Quality, Our
Incomes are Lower Than State’s

Median Household Income, 1999
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Median 2 Bedroom Rent 1s Now
$800

Median 2 Bedroom Rent
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If You Can Find One To Rent

Rental Vacancy Rate




So What?

County’s grewtn figures are VeRy/ positive

BUE OUALITEY 6l ECONOMIC growin IS a prokiem

a Jols added have heeniin lewer paying categores,
WItH fewers henetfits

Very difficult tomake 1t™ 61 6ne paycheck
a Single parent heusenolds: are stressed-out

Cost ofi heusing Is taking a larger chunk out of
family income
s RISIng energy costs add to the hite



The Good News



The Bad News



About Russ Thibeault

Russ Thibeault s the President ofi Applied Econemic Research, an ecenemic and
real estate consulting firm he founded in Laconia, NH i 2976. Thiikheault's firmm
offiers econemic consulting, real estate market research,, fimancial feasibility,
appraisal'and generallreal estate; counseling services. Clients include
goevernmenit agencies, financial institutions, develepers; and investors. HHe has
completed assignments in over: 30 states.

RUSS IS a freguent commentator on Marketplace, the Savvy: Tiraveler, and Living
on Earth, pregrams that ailr en pulklic radierstations nation-wide. RUSs has heen
gueted inra number off national publications Including Forves, the New: Y ork
mes,, ihe Wwall Streer Journal, e Los Angeles Times, USA Toaday.and the
Washingion Post: He hasiappeaned on  CNN; ABC Nightline,, the: MacNeil Lehrer
News Hours, ABC World News, lirish Tielevision, Japanese Public Tielevisionrand
the BBC World Television Services.

RUSsS and his wife: Patty live in Laceonia and are the parents of four grown soms.

- More -



Russell W Thibeault

Principal
Applied Economic Research
109 Court Street
Laconia, NH 03246

Tel: (603)524-1484
FAX: (603)528-6848

russwt@metrocast.net




	Belknap County Families:An Economic Perspective
	Belknap County Population Now  is 59,250
	Belknap Added 10,000 New Residents Between 1990 and 2003
	Laconia’s Growth Slower Than County’s
	County Adds 6,000 New Jobs
	Growth Is in Retail and Service Jobs
	Character of Growth Affects Families
	Slightly Lower Overall Poverty Rate, But Higher Rate Among Children
	Our Troubled Families
	Single Parent Households are Mushrooming
	Home Prices Double Since 1998
	Housing is Less Affordable
	Because of Job Quality, Our Incomes are Lower Than State’s
	Median 2 Bedroom Rent is Now $800
	If You Can Find One To Rent
	So What?
	The Good News
	The Bad News
	About Russ Thibeault

